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Guardian Credit Union will join as the title sponsor of the FCS Kickoff – a college football season-opening 
game in Montgomery, Ala. The previously announced matchup for 2017 will feature two of the current top-
ranked FCS teams in the nation, Jacksonville State University and the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 
The Guardian Credit Union FCS Kickoff is set for Saturday, Aug. 26 at 5 p.m. CT, on ESPN.

“As the local credit union, Guardian is proud to support the community by working with the City of 
Montgomery to host the FCS Kickoff,” said Guardian Credit Union CEO Heath Harrell.  “This game will bring 
great value to our City and we look forward to being a part of another growing tradition in Montgomery.”

“We are thrilled to expand our Events business in the City of Montgomery with the addition of the Guardian 
Credit Union FCS Kickoff,” said Pete Derzis, Senior Vice President, ESPN Events.  “The enthusiasm and 
support from both Guardian Credit Union and the City makes this an exciting opportunity for the student-
athletes, universities, conferences and the community.  ESPN is proud to collaborate in establishing this event 
in what we hope will be a staple in kicking off the college football season.”

The FCS Kickoff has provided a national showcase for top FCS schools since its launch in 2014. ESPN Events, a 
division of ESPN, has assumed ownership of the game and will host it at Montgomery’s Cramton Bowl for the 
next two years in partnership with Jacksonville State. The Gamecocks’ opponent for 2018 will be announced at 
a later date.
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